
                                                  SUCCESS STORIES ON CR-NED PROJECT 

BACKGROUND  

   Youths voices for peace in Plateau State is a project that seeks to target marginalized young 

people in conflict-affected communities in Plateau State, Nigeria. The project builds on the 

work that was undertaken in 2013 by Conflict Resources and CEPAN (with support from NED), 

which sought to mobilize communities around conflict transformation.  

   The 2014 project has gone two quarters as at September 2014, with different activities carried 

to the youths of five conflict-affected communities (Dadin Kowa, Anglo-Jos, Nassarawa Gwong, 

Kabong and Tudun Wada). So far, youths have been drawn up to form a platform, tagged 

‘’Youth-led Peace Platform’’ (YPP) in the five communities. Their capacity has been built in 

conflict analysis, non-violent conflict resolution and advocacy. Different dialogue sessions have 

been successfully organized between youths from segregated communities and between 

youths with women and elders from divided communities. 

The Youth-led Peace Platform is a group of youths from the five targeted communities in the 

project, they try to identify actions so as to deliver strategies developed during their meetings, 

also share approaches and lessons learnt and reach out to other young people in their 

communities to share their work and draw them into various conflict transformation activities. 

Each group of the Youth-led Peace Platform is made up of at least more than thirty young 

persons, making the total from the five communities to over one hundred and fifty. These 

members comprise of both male and females, and this deliberate effort is to see that every 

gender is represented in the search for lasting peace in their communities. 

  It is for this reason that the project has sought to document some success stories which have 

so far made impact to the entire project. The stories have been drawn from the five 

communities which the project targets and mostly members of the Youth-led Peace Platform 

which is an umbrella for the youths directly involved in the project. 

SUCCESS STORIES 

TRAINING FOR SKILLED JOBS 

I  

    The first story is the one of Musa Abdullahi, a tailor at Anglo Jos, one of the communities the 

project targets. His story is about him taking the ‘’Big Brother’’ role, trying to be a mentor to the 

youths of his community, and as such he picks up a selected number of youths (depending on 

the resources available at the time), he takes them under his tutelage for a period of 3 to 6 

months, and imparts them with the skills and knowledge of tailoring.  



     He presently has two youths training with him (both members of the youth-led peace 

platform); they are Abdullahi Ahmed and Yunusa Abdullahi, ages 24 and 20. One very important 

story of the previous sets of trainees (Name them) is that one (which) has gotten a place to 

continue in the steps of what he had been trained on, the other (name) comes in from time to 

time when he gets job to do, and a space is given to him in the tailoring shop to do the job. 

   One of the present trainees who was interviewed in the shop (Abdullahi Ahmed), narrated 

how his life was before he joined the tailoring shop. He said he was a nuisance to the 

community and was a societal misfit, he was into drugs and substance abuse, and was available 

for any violence in the community, but since joining his mentor, who is a very principled and 

strict person, he has adjusted his lifestyle and has never regretted it ever since. He said he has 

come to the shop to acquire a skill and that’s what he hopes to achieve, so it would go a long 

way in helping him fend for himself and build a good future. He also hopes to get his own place.  

CHALLENEGES:  

 It is usually tasking to begin to get familiar with a work they have no orientation on. It takes 

about three weeks to train the apprentices, and they have just three months to learn.   

 

II  

 Peter Miri, a young youth in the community of Anglo Jos, was at a point in his life abusing drugs 

and substance which almost ruined his life. The intake of these drugs (list the drugs)and 

substance led him to so many negative vices(list the vices), such as criminality and violent 

behaviors among his peers and members of the community. He, like so many other youths was 

drawn in to help him earn a living. But since he was always available for phony deals and drug 

and substance sales, he became instrumental to perpetrating (name the evils he was involved 

in). This continued for a long time, until at a point in time, people who cared for youths and 

their actions in the community began to speak openly.  

    During one of such talks from peace ambassadors, it got to his conscience, and he felt the 

need to have a turnaround in his life. This change did not come easy, he opened up to say ‘’it 

took the grace of God for me to change’’. He started to build up his spiritual life and believe in 

himself and after some time, he began to lose the appetite for drugs and substance abuse. He 

recalled that taking the decision was totally his own making and during the early days after 

leaving it, he always felt the urge, but suddenly everything was gone, he lost the urge by 

keeping away from bad influence and staying true to what he wanted to achieve in future.  

    



   Peter has been clean for 4 years now, and ever since he joined the Youth-led Peace Platform, 

his life has had meaning. He now serves as a peer mediator to his fellow youths who are still 

into the act of drugs and substance abuse, and because they too are not employed, he tried to 

squeeze out from the little he has to buy them snacks and drinks, in order to have them listen 

to him on how he has transformed and the need for them to do same, especially as elections 

draw closer. He implores them not to be used as agents of violence, especially under the 

influence of drugs.  

    Through his involvement in the Youth-led Peace Platform and community service in general, 

Peter has been attached as a casual worker with a feed production company located in the 

community and he is still learning a skill in barbing, this has gone a long way in taking his mind 

off drugs and helping him fend for himself and his family. He is happily married with two 

wonderful kids. 

CHALLENGES 

He is working two jobs to feed his family because he has two children. Feeding the children 

with his wife and his self requires more than he earns. 

 III  

    Patience Yakubu is a young lady from Nasarawa Gwong community, one of the communities 

targeted in the youth voices for peace in Plateau State Nigeria project. She is also a member of 

the Youth-led Peace Platform. She, like many other ladies in Anguwan Rukuba ( a smaller 

community in Nasarawa Gwong) has been into drugs and substance abuse(goskolo and codine), 

but what makes her story different is how she was able to get out of drugs with promise for a 

better future.  

    Patience was introduced into drugs like most youth by her peers who had negative influence 

on her.  Among the substance she was addicted to were, Indian hemp, illicit drugs and drinks 

(goskolo and codeine). The impact on her life was negative according to her.  This adopted 

lifestyle lingered for a while until sometime in 2013 when she was invited by a spiritual group to 

undergo three-months training in computer application and discipleship (teachings from the 

Holy Book). After the discipleship training, she had a turn around and decided to change her 

lifestyle for the better. She quit smoking and drinking even though it was hard because she was 

still around the same people who influenced her life negatively. She put all her strength and 

made a stand to change no matter the pressure.  

   Ever since the 2014 project started, Patience has been a committed and dedicated member of 

the youth-led peace platform in her community. And she has volunteered to add her voice 

especially for the ladies who are still into the drug and substances abuse. She is presently 



undergoing skill acquisition training in tailoring and has hopes for the future; like returning to 

school to further her education where she intends to study mass communication. 

 

 

 IV  

We interviewed a Vigilante Leader, Iku Danjuma from the Community Vigilante group at 

Angwan Rukuba. The group began after the 2001 crisis. Their main purpose was to instil peace 

and stability in the community and to also ensure that they don’t get caught unawares again 

during upheavals. So they endeavoured to come together and stay vigilant.  

Other reasons for the formation of the group includes;  

 Maintaining peace in the community and curbing criminal activities through all the 

round watch and civilian policing and working hand-in hand with the police stationed in 

the community. 

 Reducing Traffic congestion along the major roads by acting as warders after work hours 

of the regular Traffic warders, which is the time when traffic is really high since that’s 

the time most people return from work or business. 

  The group has about 45 members made up of women, men and boys.  They have been linked 

with the police and now collaborate as they work to curb the level of crime in the community. 

 

CHALLENGES 

 The family needs of the vigilantes add pressure on them and limits their performances. 

They stay awake at day (to ensure peace), and they stay awake at night as well to keep 

watch. 

 They have challenges with allowances for upkeep. 

 

 

 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Households in YPP areas should contribute cash per month to support good work.  

 For those training for skilled jobs, training period should be extended from 3 months to 

6 months to ensure qualitative skills since orientation alone covers 3 weeks. More time 

should be given so as to enable even slow learners grasp the skill. 

  Idleness has been a major challenge. As long as they remain idle, they can delve into 

dubious activities. Skill acquisition programs to involve these ex-addicts should be 

encouraged. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 All the stories mentioned above have a common starting point; they all started out with one 

societal wrong or another which they have now abandoned for a better future. These are 

success stories. There are still a few hurdles in terms of challenges which can be crossed with 

support from groups and individuals who will look into cases like theirs to be a part of their 

success stories. That is one way we can positively impart and perform our social responsibility 

to society as an organization responsible for peacebuilding.  

 

 


